InterReligious Task Force on Central America 

3606 Bridge Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44113

ph: 216.961.0003   fax: 216.961.0002   e-mail: irtf@igc.org

	via fax: 011 57 1 337 5890/ 342 05 92 / 566 2071

Senor Presidente Alvaro Uribe Velez

Presidente de la Republica de Colombia 
	via fax: 202.647.2628

Charles Barclay, Colombia Desk Officer

US State Department

	via fax: 011 57 1 222 1874

Doctor Jorge Alberto Uribe

Ministro de la Defensa, Colombia
	via email: cfranco@presidencia.gov.co

Dr. Carlos Franco, Director del Programa Presidencial de Derechos Humanos. Colombia


May 13, 2004

Dear Sirs:

We, members of the InterReligious task Force, are gravely concerned for the freedom and human rights of the citizens of the department of Arauca, Colombia. According to reports we have received from the Arauca Regional Foundation Committee of Human Rights, at least 15 assassinations and executions have occurred in that department (province) during the month of April.  Among these are:

1. Sr. Jose Alfonso Preciado Cruz, employed as a driver of a public service taxi affiliated with Radiotax – assassinated on Thursday April 14, 2004 in the city of Arauca by unknown persons.

2. Sr. Carlos Silva Chovo –killed also on April 14 in the village of La Paz of the municipality of Arauquita, by unknown persons with unknown motives.

3. Moises Mojica Cerenza and Yolanda Duarte, 30 years old – executed on Sunday, April 18, 2004 in the downtown section of Tame, at approximately 2:00 p.m., again by unknown persons.

4. Sra. Anadelina Lizcano Fonteilio – killed by gunfire on the road to Tame from Arauca on Sunday, April 18, 2004.

5. Nelson Mogollon – killed by unknown assailants on April 19, 2004 in downtown Arauquita by unknown assailants.

6. Alicio Aveldano Castro – assassinated on April 20, 2004 in the municipality of Saravena on the top of the bridge located in the Hamlet Bajo Pescado on the way to Saravena-Pamplona.

7. Sr. Pablo Antonio Lemus Sepeda, 45, and his son Javier Andres Lemus, 23, who had been illegally detained because they were presumed to be members of the paramilitary AUC, were left free, and the other person detained with them, Maria Elena Giraldo Herrera, was disappeared.

These and other acts have terrorized the community of Saravena, whose people have received phone calls telling of masked persons carrying heavy arms who patrol various barrios of the municipality. They were informed on Sunday that these persons were seen on the edges of the barrio Pablo Antonio. All of these acts, including illegal and arbitrary detentions and civil patrols, have left more than 15 dead in one month. They occur at the same time that civil authorities are questioning the recent report by Amnesty International about Arauca, confirming that this report on Human Rights Violations in Arauca is well founded. 

As a result of our concern for the safety of all citizens of Arauca, we strongly urge your government to:
· Investigate and sanction those responsible for these acts, which occur repeatedly and which increase the index of violations of human rights and impunity in the department of Arauca;

· Take immediate effective action to protect the lives and liberty of all citizens of Arauca, thus allowing them to safely live their lives in peace.

Sincerely,

Brian J. Stefan Szittai

Coordinator

cc:
Ambassador Luis Alberto Moreno , Embassy of Colombia – via fax: 1 202 232 8643

William Wood, US Ambassador to Colombia – via fax: 011 (571) 315-2038

Colombia Support Network – via fax: 608-257-8753

CSN_Arauca_ Colombia

The following people hereby urge you to take action on this matter as indicated in this letter:
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